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Montezuma Quail

(Mearns’, fool or arlequin quail)
Cyrtonyx montezumae
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Montezuma quail is specialist in
Woodsorrel (Oxalis) bulbs
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323 individuals of Cyrtonyx montezumae were harvested in
the northern limit of its distribution:

o 176 birds from Arizona (2016-2017)
o 147 birds from New Mexico (2009-2016)
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Number of coveys

Foraging groups of Montezuma quail in Arizona and
New Mexico
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Covey size

Arizona
28 coveys detected
7.89 = 3.07 quail/covey

New Mexico
/3 coveys detected

8.95 + 4.31 quail/
covey
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Covey size
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Secge rhizecmes
Acorns
Tepary beans

Krotgrass seeds

Signal grass seeds
Birdbill dayflower seeds

Secge tuoers Fuphorhia seeds

Insects Pinyon ricegrass seeds

Woadsarrel tubers

Other species



Liorhyssus hyalinus Soil centipede
Hemiptera: Rhopalidae Geophilomorpha

.

Melanoplus spp. Disonycha glabrata
Orthoptera: Acrididae Coleoptera: Chrysomelidae 38
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Geographic variation in Montezuma
quail diet composition
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- C. fendlerianus

- Quercus spp.
Cyperus bulbos

B Oxalis spp.
P. acutifolius

Insectos

Setaria spp.
- Euphorbia spp.

- Paspalum spp.
Physalis spp.

Otros
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Recommendation

The Montezuma quail and others quail species are projected to
be highly susceptible to climate change and appeared to be the
most concern species in southwest and central United States

(Salas et al., 2017)
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